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Trona No. 1. Painted bright green and trimmed in silver. 
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Over the Edztor’s Train Sheet 


The cover picture is by Tom Grey; the article 
is reprinted from the BULLETIN of the National Rail- 
way Historical Society; other pictures from Ed Wrrer, 
Tom Grey, Ken Kidder and John Carrick. 

We are most happy to distribute copies of this 
issue on the first railfan excursion over the Trona 
Railway, March 15, 1953, by the Pacific Railroad 
Society operating out of Los Angeles. 


EXCURSION NEWS The official announcenent for the 

Cal-Nevada's Monterey trip will be 
enclosed with the mailing of this issue. For more 
information contact A. L. Lloyd, 3533 Pasadena Dr., 
San Mateo. 

Plans for the April 25-26 trip over the Feather 
River R.R. are up-in-the-air. It seems the short 
line wants a Million Dollars worth of insurance. 
The same trouble is being had with the Long Bell 
Lumber Company for the June trip. 





MEETING NOTICE The regular "Third Thursday" meet- 

ing of the Northern California 
Railroad Club will be held March 19th at 
8:00 p.m. at the Railroadians' diner, 3rd 
& Townsend, San Francisco. All railfans 
are invited to attend. 








LATE NEWS Bamberger Electric has sold two of its 

freight moters to the Cedar Rapids & 
Iowa City Ry. The 550 (ex-San Diego Electric) and 
the 551 (ex-Wisconsin IfP). Both are Baldwins built 
in 1923 and 1929 respectively, 
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For years Trona was a colorless desert 
town on the road that leads to Darwin, 
Panamint City, Ballarat, and Atolia in 


California. Today the others are only 
memories of the raucous gold camps of 
the past. Atolia is still remembered as 
“Sin City,” and Panamint City is still fa- 
mous for its 300 pound silver cannon 
balls, but those are all just memories. 


Trona has its memories too and it has 
a railroad—The Trona Railway Com- 
pany, thirty and a half miles long, and 
standard guage. The line was organized 
in 1918 as a steam road, dieselized in 
1950. Trona also has a lake and it is 
this lake that keeps Trona and the Trona 
Railway operating. 

The first white men to see the Trona 
region were the survivors of the 1849 
Death Valley party, who had fought their 
way over the Panamint Mountains and 
across the hot, dry Panamint Valley, to 
§ gaze upon miles and miles of water,— 
mirage water. Pushing on, they stag- 
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gered across the Mojave Desert and man- 
eged to reach San Bernardino. 

John W. Searles explored the lake area 
in 1862 and by 1874 he organized the San 
Bernardino Borax Company. To get the 
borax out to the railroad he built huge 
high-wheeled wagons and trailers drawn 
by twenty mules each. These twenty 
mule teams lead to the trade-mark of 
the Trona Railway—The Three Elephant 
Route. Today on the big safe door in 
the ticket office one can still see the 
three elephants painted there for all to 
view. 

Many of the early Trona employees 
were English. Some had prospected in 
India where elephants were used ex- 
tensively. While watching a twenty mule 
team straining to the utmost to start a 
wagon rolling a prospector was heard to 
remark, “I fail to see the need for twenty 
mules when three elephants would do 
just as well.” This chance observation 





was added to the railroad herald in 1913 
when the 60 pound iron of the Trona Ry. 





Both photos courtesy 
Alvin A. Fickewirth 





Unusual caboose of 
Trona Railway. Note 
passenger-car_ trucks 
and passenger car- 
type roof fines. 
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Trona Railway motor #22 at Trona before its sale to 
the California Western where it is now M-200.-Ward 
CENTER: Engine #1 and Work car #30 at Trpma/-Gray 
BOTTOM: Trona Railway work car #30 at Trona.-Gray 
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egan to wind off to the east from Searles . 
station on the Owenyo branch of the 
southern Pacific Railroad Company. 
Driginally passengers were carried by 
ixed train, but this gave way to a 
otor for local traffic between Trona 
nd Westend. Now all passengers are 
arried by bus. 

Most of the business of the railroad 
s carrying fuel oil inbound to the plant 
f the owning company, the American 
Potash and Chemical Corporation, at 
rona. The trains coming out bring 
ertilizers and other chemical products. 
In 1923 the Death Valley Monorail 
Railroad Company built a feeder line to 
he Trona Railway. This line was sim- 
lar to the railroad in Sonoma County 
n 1875. The monorail was built from 
P point near Westend to a deposit of 
bimost 100 per cent Epsom salts in Death 
alley a distance of almost thirty miles. 
t crossed Searles Lake and wound 
hrough Layton Pass in the Slate Range, 
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crossed the lower end of Panamint Val- 
ley and through Wingate Pass. It was 
built by the company to exploit the min- 
eral fields and was in actual use in 1924 
and again in 1927, but operations were 
abandoned because of the methods used 
in gathering the salts. 

The line began with a single combina- 
tion engine and car made of a tractor 
changed for the purpose. Other equip- 
ment later consisted of cars in pairs, 
each car of five tons capacity, the pairs 
being balanced on the sides of the center 
rail which was set on the apex legs in an 
“A” shape. Later the motive power con- 
sisted of three gas powered cars and a 
gas-electric engine. The trains could 
made a safe speed of fifteen miles-per- 
hour on the level; double that speed 
could be made but it was hard on the 
track. About fifteen sixty-ton loads were 
carried before the enterprise was sus- 
pended. Since 1930 when the monorail 
line closed down the desert sun and 
storms have all but wrecked the line. 
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Trona Railroad's "Three Elephants" at Trona top to 
bottom: #1 12/31/39; #2 1/3/42 and #2701 12/31/39. 
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Trona Railway 's giant diesels #50 and 51 shortly 
after their arrival in 1949, Steam engines #1 and 
#2 were retired and the 2701 is stand-by. -Carrick 


Locomotives of the Trona Ry. 


No. Type Drvs. Cyls. BP Weight TF Builder Date 
1 2-8-0 57 22x30 200 187,000 43,700 Baldwin, 1914 
2 2-8-0 57 22x30 200 187,000 43,700 Baldwin 1914 
2701 = 2-8-2. 63) 26x28 =. 200-—Sss- 218,000 §=53,107 3=Alco, 1914 
Builders’ numbers: 1-41157, 2-41158, 2701-54395. 


Numbers 1 and 2 were built for the Trona Railroad. No. 2701 
was built for the Union Pacific, whose number she carries, who 
sold it to Six Companies at Boulder Dam. The Trona Railroad pur- 
chased it at scrap prices and rebuilt it in their own shops. 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC MOTIVE POWER NOTES The S.P. has announced plans 
for the purchase of 100 diese 
locomotives, comprising 150 units, 77 will be freight 
locomotives ranging in horsepower from 800 to 6,000; 19 
will be 12000 horsepower switchers and 4 will be 6750 
horsepower passenger locomotives, Rumor has it that 
sufficient diesels will be assigned to the N.W.P. to 
make it all-diesel save N.W.P.°steam power for standby and all S,p, 
steam engines will be returned, 

Texas-& New Orleans 4-8-4 #700 has been renumbered S.P. 4403; 
its mates, T&NO 701-709 are now on the Pacific System under lease, 
Scrapped engines include: SP 3274 on 1/9; S.D.& A.Es 101 on 1/14; 
S.P. 2441 on 1/16; S.P. 2404 on 1/23; and S.P. 3123, 3225 and 3656 
all on 1/27, 











WESTERN PACIFIC Western Pacific sold the following locomotives 3 

to Ilyman-HMichaels on February 9th: 27, 35, 152, ,_—— 
203, 323, 336 and 482, The 208 was scrapped by Purdy Company on 
2/12 and the 303 on 2/25. Tidewater Southern 132 has been put bac 
in serviceable condition by giving it the tender from W.P. 152. 








SHORT LINES Dr. Hiss reports he is trying to purchase Dolbeer & 
Carson #3, 2-6-2 for the Stockton Terminal & Eastern 
as the ST&E #1 has had boilder trouble. A number of railfans repor 
D&C #3 isn't in such good shape itself. --- Fruit Grower's Supply 
#32 was scrapped during February. -- Pacific Fruit Express #1, 0-4- 
is still at Roseville, but P.E. diesel 1650 is being used to switch 
the shops. -- N.W.P. 184 has been removed from the Eel River in | 
peices and can be considered off the roster. -- 


FRESNO TO GET ROUGII The City of Fresno is planning action before 
the ICC and California PUC to force the 
Santa Fe to abandon its line through Fresno in favor of using the 
S.P. and establishing a Union Station, Santa Fe's franchise to 
use the streets expired in 1945. 





U.P. DOME CARS Apparently the "Train of Tomorrow" has impressed 
Union Pacific officials for they have revised an > 
earlier order for passenger equipment to include 15 dome cars con- 
Sisting of 5 coaches, 5 observations and 5 diners! The diners are 
the first since the Train of Tomorrow, While present U.P. dome 
cars run only between Portland and Seattle, the sets of 5 would in- 
dicate that one of the transcontinental trains will get the dome 
cars---all three routes have dome competition, 








TRAVEL TOWN Pacific Electric 1498, last of the 800's, is being 
fixed up for display at Griffith Park. A correction Southe 
in numbers is that Los Angeles Transit Lines 536 is now at Griffith 


Park--not 516, A number of old steam railroad items are also locem< 
planned. thing 
AQUATIC PARK San Francisco's Maritime and Railroad Museum is excurs 


undertaking a drive for fands this month to set 
up an exhibit of old boats and the equipment of the Pacific Coast 
Chapter of the Railway & Locomotive Ilistorical Society. The 
drive is delayed for the time being by a dispute over a promoter 
who is trying to sneak into the project with a “showboat'---ex- 
Fort Sutter--which he has beached on the shore near the Museum. 
















OREGON CITY ABANDONMENT DENIED The Oregon PUC handed down a dec- 
ision February 10th denying the 
request of the Portland Traction to end interurban passenger ser- 
vice between Portland and Oregon City and Belrose. The decision 
pointed out that the interurbans carried 55,000 more passengers if 
1952 than in 1951. In any event an.appeal to the courts was in 
prospect so tha matter may not be finally decided for some time. 



























The Western Railroader @ Page Eight 


